



Annual International AIDS Candlelight Memorial
Thursday, May 18, 2006 

SHARED, a Brookline-based nonprofit organization, will host a Candlelight Memorial Service on Sunday, May 21, at 6 p.m. at Temple Beth Zion, 1566 Beacon St., to honor the memory of those who have died of AIDS and to support those living with the disease.

	


    Larry Kessler, founding director of the AIDS Action Committee, is the featured speaker. Kessler has been a leader in the fight against AIDS from the beginning. He has built an agency which has served more than half of all people ever diagnosed with AIDS in Massachusetts; has educated generations about the disease; and has secured progressive city, state and federal AIDS policy.

	


    The theme of this year's International AIDS Candlelight Memorial is "Lighting a Path to a Brighter Future." According to SHARED's president, Elizabeth Ziemba, "The International AIDS Candlelight Memorial is an opportunity for each of us to dedicate ourselves - for the first time or once again - to the fight against AIDS. All are welcome to join us in our commitment to the fight against the AIDS pandemic until it is over for all people, everywhere."

	


    Participants in this year's service include faculty members from the Brookline Music School. Karen Robbins, flute, and Stephen Pixley, voice, will perform a selection from the "AIDS Quilt Songbook." Following the service, refreshments provided by Whole Foods Market will be served.

	


    The International AIDS Candlelight Memorial will be hosted in more than 3,000 communities in 85 countries making it the largest grassroots AIDS event ever. This is the first year that the town of Brookline is participating as a community as coordinated by SHARED.

	


    For more information about the organization, visit SHARED's Web site at www.HealthShares.org, or call 617-277-7800.
